World AIDS Day manual
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st

www.until.org
www.hivlife.org

About until there’s a cure:

Our goal is to fund prevention education, care services, and vaccine
development, and to increase public awareness of AIDS, using The
Bracelet as the tool. The Bracelet will not only serve as a bridge to unite
people to fight HIV/AIDS, but will help to increase consciousness,
compassion, understanding, and responsibility.

To contact us:
info@utac.org
Tel: (650) 332-3200
560 Mountain Home Road
Redwood City, CA 94062
Social Media:
https://www.instagram.com/untilorg/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/untilorg?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/Until.Org/

www.until.org
www.hivlife.org

Ideas to raise awareness & funds
On the day
●

●

●

●

Hold fundraisers to raise money; you can sell:
○ Baked goods
○ Our Bracelets & pins
○ Anything else of your choice
Hang up posters around your campus
○ Inform students and staff about HIV & why it is important to your community: be
sure to include both text and graphics to grab attention
Make announcements during lunch or all school assembly
○ Talk about the cause and the importance it holds, give students ideas on how
they can get involved in the long run (see next category)
Shoot an ad
○ A big portion of UNTIL’s way of spreading awareness is their ads. They shoot
famous people wearing the bracelets as a way to get the word out. If any
interested members in your chapter are willing to, they can stage a photo shoot,
and take a picture that showcases the bracelets. This ad can be submitted to
Until There’s A Cure, and may be a new ad showcased on the website. You can
look at www.until.org and look at any of the pictures to gain some ideas and
inspiration for your photo shoot!

Long term
●
●
●

●

Partner with your student store
○ Contact us for the possibility of selling our bracelets & pins permanently
Intern with us
○ Contact us to learn about internships both during the school year & the summer
Sporting events
○ Partner with your school’s athletic department to hold frequent fundraisers at
games
Clubs
○ Start your own HIV/AIDS club or see if you can work with existing groups that
focus on issues such as LGBTQ rights
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Selling Our Bracelets & pins
1 Month Before:
By November 15th, call Until There’s a Cure to place bracelet and/ or orders. Don’t be afraid to order
excess! As long as you keep a well-organized inventory, there will be no expense for ordering and
shipping back all of the extras. You can check out our website (linked above) to see which ones you like
the best!

Two Weeks Before:
Spread the word! Create a Facebook event and invite your whole school! Start hanging up posters and
fliers around the halls! Make your first announcement to the school! Inform everyone to wear red on the
day of the fundraiser, since red is the color for AIDS awareness! Spread the news to all of your friends!

The Day After:
Take inventory of the remaining bracelets and pins, and record how much money was earned. Make sure
to account for the bracelets and pins that were not sold. Call Until There’s A Cure again for the next steps
concerning sending the money and left-over bracelets and pins back.
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Information you can include on posters:
In addition to the fast facts on page 1, you can write about….
What is HIV?
HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus. It is the virus that can lead to acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome, or AIDS. Unlike some other viruses, the human body cannot get rid of HIV. That means that
once you have HIV, you have it for life.

Is there a cure ?
No safe and effective cure currently exists, but scientists are working hard to find one, and remain
hopeful. Meanwhile, with proper medical care, HIV can be controlled. Treatment for HIV is often called
antiretroviral therapy or ART. It can dramatically prolong the lives of many people infected with HIV and
lower their chance of infecting others. Before the introduction of ART in the mid-1990s, people with HIV
could progress to AIDS in just a few years. Today, someone diagnosed with HIV and treated before the
disease is far advanced can have a nearly normal life expectancy.

Can people living with HIV live a healthy life?
People with HIV can live long and healthy lives with access to treatment. Since HIV was first reported
substantial progress in the research and development of antiretroviral drugs has been made. There are
now more than 20 approved antiretroviral drugs. Despite this, people with HIV face many barriers to
accessing affordable, effective HIV treatment.
Taking HIV treatment requires effort and commitment as drugs must be taken at exact times each day.
Some people may experience serious side-effects or may not respond to certain drugs. Treatment, care
and support can help people to adhere to treatment and address any problems they may have with their
treatment regimen.
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HIVlife.org
What many people do not realize is that HIV is an intersection set of many
different social issues such as:
● Race
● Poverty
● Sexual Assault
● LGBTQ rights
● Mental Health
● Reproductive Rights
Hivlife.org is a branch of UNTIL frustrated with the current state of
HIV/AIDS today. Our website contains information regarding the
relationship between HIV and the issues listed above. Please feel free to
use any of it to include on posters or any other projects you create. Hivlife
sees the opportunity for change, but we don't see the sense of urgency
needed to create it. HIV needs to be defeated, but that is impossible
without collective action. Your voice has the power to make a difference, so
use it.
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The following letter is an outline that can be tailored to suit your specific interests and goals for
World AIDS Day, and is meant to be sent to the teacher or principal at your school you would like
to oversee your efforts.
If your principal or teacher approves your proposal, the next step would be to have them contact
Until There’s a Cure to coordinate the sale of awareness bracelets.
If your principal or teacher has additional questions about your proposal, feel free to have them
contact Until There’s a Cure via phone or email.
Please ensure that this letter is sent at least two months before December 1st
 .

Dear [Name of Principal or Teacher],
As you may know, December 1st is World AIDS Day, a day dedicated to
spreading awareness about HIV/AIDS, uniting people worldwide in the fight against HIV,
and showing support for those living with the virus. There are currently 36.9 million
people living with HIV, and more than 35 million have died of HIV or AIDS, making it
one of the most destructive pandemics in history.
Despite remarkable scientific advances in HIV treatment options, there remains a
significant gap between where we are now and the complete eradication of HIV/AIDS.
World AIDS Day is important to our nation and the world at large because it reminds the
public that HIV is not a thing of the past. It is vital that people know the facts about how
to protect themselves and others, that we raise money for the cause, and that we fight
against stigma and discrimination and instead promote education.
To include [School Name] in this global effort, I propose we partner with Until
There’s a Cure, an organization focused on finding a cure for HIV/AIDS, to sell AIDS
awareness bracelets on December 1st. The school will not need to fund this effort in any
way, and all of the proceeds will benefit Until There’s A Cure. For more information,
contact UNTIL by phone at (650) 332-3200 , or by email at norahanna@utac.org.
Additionally, [insert other ideas to raise awareness].
I look forward to hearing your thoughts.

Best Wishes,
[Your Name]
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World AIDs Day
December 1st

To contact us:
info@utac.org
Tel: (650) 332-3200
560 Mountain Home Road
Redwood City, CA 94062

Ideas for Getting Involved on the national day
● Hold fundraisers to raise money; you can sell:
○ Baked goods
○ Our Bracelets & pins
○ Anything else of your choice
● Hang up posters around your campus
○ Inform students and staff about HIV & why it is important to your community: be
sure to include both text and graphics to grab attention
● Make announcements in dining halls, dorms, or other gathering spots
○ Talk about the cause and the importance it holds, give students ideas on how they can
get involved in the long run (see next category)

Ideas for Long Term Commitment to the cause
● Partner with your bookstore
○ Contact us for the possibility of selling our bracelets & pins permanently
● Intern with us
○ Contact us to learn about internships both during the school year & the summer
● Sporting events
○ Partner with your school’s athletic department to hold frequent fundraisers at
games
● Clubs
○ Start your own HIv/AIDs club or see if you can work with existing groups that focus
on issues such as LGBTQ rights
● Greek life
○ Partner with any sororities or fraternities on campus to see if/how you can hold
awareness & fundraising events

